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The Roles of Teachers in the Nong Khai Municipality in Supporting Candidates Running for the Position of
Municipal Council Member
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) supporting factors that encouraged teachers in the Nong Khai
Municipality to express roles as supporters of candidates running for the position of municipal council member; and (2) the
roles of teachers in the Nong Khai Municipality in supporting candidates running for the position of municipal council member.

This was a qualitative research based on study of related documents and in-depth interviews with two groups of
samples, chosen through purposive sampling, consisting of 4 administrators of schools in the Nong Khai Municipality and 4
teachers from schools in the Nong Khai Municipality, a focus group discussion with 24 teachers from schools in the Nong
Khai Municipality, and observation. Data were analyzed using analitycal narration.

The results showed that (1) there were two groups of supporting factors that encouraged teachers in the Nong Khai
Municipality to express roles as supporters of candidates running for the position of municipal council member: personal
factors, consisting of sex, position, work experience, knowledge and abilities, attitudes, values, beliefs, and personal status;
and external factors, consisting of political culture, the patronage system, the social culture of teachers, election-related laws,
the characteristics of the community and the characteristics of the local population (2) The roles of the teachers in supporting
candidates running for municipal council member could be divided into three stages. In the pre-election stage the teachers
used word-of-mouth public relations, held activities at the schools, helped coordinate campaign work, used their work
position to influence colleagues and inferiors, used their status to campaign with parents of their students and people in the
community, and exhibited vote buying behaviors. At the election day stage, most of the teachers could not do anything to
support candidates because they were election committee members. In the post-election stage, the teachers continued to
support the winning candidates by officially recommending the municipal council members, publicizing their work results or
projects they did for the community, inviting them to attend events and activities at their schools, following their policies,
and coordinating with other community leaders to fulfill their policies.
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